Morbidity and Mortality

U. S. Department of

HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE

W eekly

Report

Public Health Service
NATIONAL OFFICE OF VITAL STATISTICS —

January 22, 1954

Washington 25, D. C.

Vol. 3, No. 2

Provisional Information on Selected Notifiable Diseases in the United States and on
Deaths in Selected Cities for Week Ended Januaryl6, 1954

A preliminary report has been received on 4 cases of botu-
lism with 2 deaths in San Diego County, California. The sus-
pected vehicle of infection is home processed food. Laboratory
tests have not as yet been completed,

Information has been received from Dr. E. A. Rogers,
Nebraska Department of Health, that the diagnoses of 11 of the
12 cases reported as smallpox during 1953 have been changed to
chickenpox. This change was based on the fact that the latter
disease was prevalent in the area concerned, that definite ex-
posure to chickenpox was established in some instances, and
that a history of vaccination with an immune reaction was obtained
in others. The remaining case is considered to have been small-
pox, because laboratory reports and epidemiologic investigation
support such a diagnosis.

Thus, the provisional total of smallpox cases for the country
as a whole in 1953 is 5 instead of 16, as shown in this report for
the week ended January 2, pending final reports which will be
available about July 1. The 5 cases were reported by 5 different
States.

During the past 2 weeks, an increase in the incidence of
poliomyelitis has been reported in the Territories and Puerto
Rico. In Alaska, 15 cases were reported for the current week.
Most of these (13) were on one of the Pribilof Islands, where an
outbreak has occurred among a population of 360, Of the reported
cases, 3 were bulbar with 1 death, and 10 were nonparalytic.
In Hawali, 11 and 5 cases, respectively, for the past 2 weeks,
have been reparted as compared with 2 and 3 cases per week,
previously. Puerto Rico reported 7 cases for the current week.
Since the first week of November 1853, only 1 case has been
reported. This case was for week ended December 12.

For the current week, a total of 7,370 cases of measles
was reported in the United States as compared with 6,343 for
the corresponding week of last year, Two States reporting large
numbers show significant increases over the numbers reported
for the same week last year. Michigan reported 815 cases for
the current week as compared with 599 last year, and New York
State reported 819 as compared with 146, Most of the cases in
New York State have been in New York City, where 540 cases
were reported for the current week as compared with 39 for the
corresponding week of last year, The incidence in the city has
increased almost 8 fold since the last week in November, when
70 cases were reported.

EPIDEMIOLOGICAL REPORTS

Typhoid fever

Dr. B. M, Drake, Kentucky Department of Health, reports
that an outbreak of typhoid fever is under investigation in the
southwestern part of the State. Seven cases, all confirmed by
positive blood cultures, are reported to have occurred.

Typhoid carriers

The Washington State Department of Health reports that on
January 1, 1954, 47 chronic typhoid carriers were on their
register, During 1953, there were 8 newly discovered carriers,

Five were removed—some by reason of death or by moving out of
the State, and in one instance, recovery following cholecystectomy.
Six chronic and 3 convalescent carriers of other types of Sal-
monella organisms were also on the register at the end of 1853.

Psittacosis in parakeets

Dr. W. R, Giedt, Washington State Department of Health,
reports that a parakeet purchased from a store in Seattle the
latter part of November died shortly afterwards., Two other
birds from the store were examined, and found positive for
psittacosis virus, The birds were from a whotlesale company in
California who shipped approximately 600 birds into Washington
during November. An embargo on this company against further
shipments was made effective December 1, and jurisdictions
which had received birds from this source were notified of the
possibilities. Since then, 2 birds, 1 each in different localities of
the State, have been found positive for psittacosis. No human
cases have been diagnosed as a result of contact with these birds.
However, the girl who cares for birds in the Seattle store was
sick with ‘‘virus pneumania.’’ No blood tests have been done on
this patient. Complement fixation tests on some of the contacts
were negative,

Infectious hepatitis

Additional information has been received from California
on the outbreak of infectious hepatitis reported last week. Spo-
radic cases have been occurring since July 1953 in a housing
area consisting of 3,596 family units. Since the known cases
(30) were localized in one section of the area, it was thought that
a common source might be accountable for the spread of the
disease rather than a person-to-person contact. An investi-
gation of the household plumbing of the involved section revealed
that there were many sources present for cross connections
between the water supply and conventional wringer type clothes
washers. It was the common practice to connect the water
supply from the kitchen sink through a rubber hose, the distal
end of which was allowed to remain below the surface of the
soiled water in the washer. Back siphonage occurred when
vacuums were produced in the pipes during increased demands
for water, especially from the families on the lower floors.
Recommendations were made to eliminate these cross connections
wherever they existed. Meanwhile, as a temporary measure,
air vents were drilled in the tops of the spouts of the faucets at
each second story unit to prevent the siphonage action.

Information has come to the attention of the Pennsylvania
Department of Health that cases of infectious hepatitis have
been occurring, apparently for several years, in a small area
of 1 county. Until about a month ago, this was the only site
in the county where the disease was found. During December,
and the first week in January 1954, 3 cases were reported in
3 other areas. Sixteen cases were reported in the original area
for the first week of January. Gamma globulin has been issued
to all household contacts, Most of these cases were in children
in the first 3 grades of school, particularly, the third. At least
4 cases were in children who traveled on the same school bus.
It is possible that the disease was spread by personal contact.
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Gastro-enteritis

Dr. J. D. Purvis, Pennsylvania Department of Health, reports
4 cases of gastro-enteritis following an evening meal. A father
and his 3 small daughters had dinner at home, but the food had
been purchased at a local restaurant, The mother, who was not
ill, did not eat any of this food because she had eaten earlier in
another restaurant where she works. The meal consisted of
hamburgers (already prepared), spinach, and milk, About 15
minutes after the meal was served,the victims became ill with
headache, dizziness, rapid heart beat, extreme pain in epigastric
region, and weakness in limbs. Food samples were obtained and
sent to the State Department of Health laboratory for bacterio-
logical tests. Instructions were left for the collection of stool
specimens, but no mention of this was given in the laboratory
report. Examination of meat patties revealed Streptococcus
faecalis, coliform organisms, and many colonies of a paracolon
organism, The meat in bulk showed the same organisms, except
there were no streptococci. No growth was found on the milk.

Dr. S. H. Osborne, Connecticut Department of Health, re-
ports an outbreak of gastro-enteritis among employees of a plant
who attended a dinner party at a club hall, The meal consisted
of canned fruit cup, celery, olives, carrot sticks, roast turkey,
dressing, gravy, mashed potatoes, canned peas, lettuce with
oil and vinegar, rolls, butter, canned cranberry sauce, ice cream,
and coffee, Of 150 employees who attended, it was estim ated
that about 100 became ill. Twenty-eight of those who were ill
were interviewed about 5 days later. At this time, they gave
incubation periods of from 16 to 47 hours. The symptoms were
diarrhea, abdominal pain, chills, fever, severe muscular pain,
and headache, with relatively little nausea and vomiting. The
only foods eaten by all those interviewed were the canned fruit
cup and the roast turkey. Eight turkeys were stuffed and roasted
on the day before the dinner. They were dismembered that
evening and left overnight in pans in the caterer’s garage. The
next morning the meat was sliced and refrigerated until 4:00

ontinued on page 8

Table 1. CASES OF SPECIFIED NOTIFIABLE DISEASES: CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES
(Numbers after disemses are category numbers of the Sixth Revision of the International Lists, 1948)
24 week CUMULATIVE NUMBER
Firet 2 wveeks Since seasonal low week App-x.'::i-
DISEASE Ended | Ended seasonal
Jan. Jan. Tgi;tn Median low
16 17 Medien . 1948-49 | point
125 | Jaed 53 1954 1853 | 900 s |1853-54 |1952-53 [ 7)°
1952-53
Anthrax 062 - 1 1 - 1 1 *) ) 1) D)
Botulism 049.1 24 - == 5 - . ) *) J.) £
Brucellosis (undulant fever)------ 044 17 33 m— 41 49 - ) ) ) s")
Diphtheria««-- ——- 055 38 42 97 102 101 218 l£467 11772 3.{2“ July 1
Encephalitis, infectiouf~-=we-ea-- 082 15 9 9 22 23 22 ) ) ) ™)
Hepatitis, infectious,
and BerumM-----ce---an- 092,N998.5 pt. 859 775 -— 1,762 1,345 - *) @) ) )
Malari@-—----comcmmoccmceomcan 110-117 10 8 — 14 29 wne ) *) 1) 1)
Measles-- 085 | 7,370 | 6,343 | 7,190 14,614 | 11,569 12,557 | 50,706 | 43,003| 43,003| Sept. 1
Meningococcal Infection-----mm-a- 057 124 138 | 106 237 270 202 | 1,559 | 1,545| 1,281| Sept. 1
Poliomyelitis- 080 175 202 141 365 453 285 341819 56,748 321442 Apr. 1
PaittacoBif----cemomcccmcemaaoo 096.2 - - --= - 2 - ) *) () *)
Rables in man 094 - - - - - - *) o] *) *)
Rocky Mountain spotted fever----- 1044 - 1 1 - 1 1l ™) *) *) )
Scarlet fever and streptococcal
Sore throat----------co--u--u 050,051 | 3,570 | 4,088 |2,467 6,822 7,836 4,391 | 41,456 | 44,424 21,845 Aug. 1
Smallpox- --084 5 O - - - 2 (") (*) ) ()
Trichiniasis 128 4 6 — 5 6 — () ) (") *)
Tularemia ----059 17 1n| 2 31 28 35| () ) *) *)
Typhoid fever 040 18 25 27 39 58 56| 2,053| 2,068| 2,200 Apr. 1
Typhus fever, endemic----ee-ceacac 101 = 8 e 3 12 —— 193 168 . Apr. 1
Whooping cough 056 921 672 [1,282 1,800 1,353 2,613 | 11,557 | 9,210| 16,877 Oct. 1
Rables in animale-----=-=-m-cc-cemmas 122 146 | --- 286 269 - ® *) *) *)

1Not computed.
2Reported in California.

SOURCE AND NATURE OF MORBIDITY DATA

These provisional data are based on reports to the Public
Health Service from health departments of each State and Ter-
ritory and of one possession. They give the total number of
cases of certain communicable diseases reported during the
week usually ended the preceding Baturday. Cases of anthrax,
botulism, psittacosis, rabies in man, and smallpox are not shown

in table 2, but a footnote to table 1 shows the States making the
reports. In addition, when diseases of rare occurrence (cholera,
dengue, plague, relapsing fever—Ilouse borne, typhus fever—epi-
demic, and yellow fever) are reported, they will be noted at the
end of table 1.

Symbols.—1 dash[-]: no cases reported; 3 dashes[---]: data not available.
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HAWAII, AND PUERTO RICO, FOR WEEKS ENDED JANUARY 17, 1953, AND JANUARY 16, 1954

(By place of occurrence.

CASES OF SPECIFIED NOTIFIABLE DISEASES: UNITED STATES, EACH DIVISION AND STATE, ALASKA,

Numbers under diseases are category numbers of the Sizxth Revision of the International Lists, 1948)

BRUCELLOSIS ENCEPHALITIS, HEPATITIS,
(UNDULANT DIPHTHERTA INFECTIOUS INFECT[OUS, MALARIA (110-117)
AREA FEVER) AND SERUM
(044) (055) (082) (092,N998.5 pt. ) Civilian! Military
1954 1953 1954 1953 1954 1953 1954 1953 1954 1953 1954 1953
CONT. UNITED STATES--====- 17 33 38 42 15 9 859 775 4 2 6 6
NEW ENGLAND=-=-memmcam—mcone - 2 2 - - - 39 86 - - - 1
- - - - - - 13 47 - = - -
- 2 = - - - 8 o L i o ¥
Massachusetta-—emmmeccommacaa - - 2 - o - 13 27 - - 1
Rhode Island - - - - - 4 = A = . =
Conpecticut-m---cecmacacmaanas - - - - - - 1 12 - - - -
MIDDLE ATLANTIC--~ree-c-me-ce - 4 1 2 - 2 206 93 - - - 1
New York - 2 - - - 2 169 74 — - - 1
New Jersey~-cec-ecoommencconac - 1 - - - - 7 - - - - =
Pennaylvanif-----cce-meacacanc - 1 1 2 - - 30 19 - - - -
EAST NORTH CENTRAL-w=--=ec-=a 4 4 2 S 3 1 157 84 - - - 1
Ohio 1 - 2 2 - - 34 42 - - -
Indiana 1 - - - - - 23 18 - = - -
I11in0if=mmmmmccmcccemcnacan - = 3 - 2 L 1 3 7 al - - 3
Michigan 2 1 - - 3 - 57 1 = " - N
Wisconsin - - - 1 - - 12 6 - - e A,
WEST NORTE CENTRAL-ec-=-wm-ae 8 4 4 - 1 3 140 94 1 - - =
Minnesotaecm-ccmmcamcmmaa—co 4 1 1 - - - 44 - - - - -
Iown 4 1 2 - - - 72 32 1 - - -
Missouri~e--cecacmcmmmececaane - 2 - - - - 9 19 - - - =
North Dakota- - - - - - - 13 [ - - = -
South Dakota~ - - - - 1 - - - - - - -
Nebraska----- - - 1 - - - - 22 - - = -
Kansgf-ereecomcmcancaccmeccana - - - - - 3 2 15 - - - o
SOUTH ATLANTIC---~=ccacacea- - 8 12 14 1 - 121 191 - - 6 2
Delawaresc---ccmamcccamaccacas - - - - - - 3 - - - £ =
Maryland------eceeceao- —————— - - - - - - ] - - - 1
District of Columbia - - - - - - 1 - - - - -
Virginige--ecooeeeaoo - 5 2 2 - - 37 45 - - - -
West Virginia-- - - - 1 - - 27 a7 - - = *k
North Carclina-—---~-- - 2 2 6 1 - 32 34 - - 4 p
Bouth Carolina-—--cecenc—coaoae - - 2 3 - - - 1 - - - -
Georgia. - 1 3 1 - - 4 13 - - 2
Florids - - 3 1 - - 8 4 - - e -
EAST SOUTH CENTRAL--v==ac-n- 1 2 7 9 2 1 40 70 - - 5 1
Kentucky. - - 1 1 = - 10 24 - - 1
on 1 1 - 2 2 1 14 5 - = - a
Alabam - 1 3 5 - - [ 34 - - - -
Miggigaippi-cmccmncmcaamcumana - 3 1 - - 10 7 - - - -
WEST SOUTH CENTRAL-e-ceeewe- - 1 8 9 [ 1 36 37 1 2 - =
- = 2 = 1 = 3 18 s = = =
- - 1 2 - - - = - 1 - -
Oklahoma = - - 1 - - 11 3 - - - -
Tezno- oS - 1 ) 6 5 = 22 16 1 1 - =
MOUNTAIN. 3 2 - 3 = - 34 73 - - - 5
Mont o 1 i - " = - 3 - - 5 B
Idaho- 2 - - - - - 14 1 - - - -
Wyominge-caeeman ———ercemonecne - - - - - - 1 1 - - - -
Colorado - 2 - 1 - - - 6 - - = -
New Mexico - = = - = - 3 1 - - - -
Arizons - - - - - - 15 1 - - = =
Utab- 1 - - - - 1 60 - - S -
Nevada - = v = = o = = = = - -
PACIFIC- 1 (] 2 - 2 1 86 47 2 - - -
- - - - - - 19 3 - - - ”
Oregon. 1 - - - - - 25 23 - - - -
California- - [ 2 = 2 1 42 2l 2 - = =
Alagka - - - - - - - - - - - -
Hawai1. - - - - - - - 1 32 - - 1
Puarto R1CO--wememcmnnmnn ~ . - - 3 2 - - - e - = % =
1Includes cases not specified as civilian or military.
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Table 2. CASES OF SPECIFIED NOTIFIABLE DISEASES: UNITED STATES, EACH DIVISION AND STATE, ALASKA,
HAWAII, AND PUERTO RICO, FOR WEEKS ENDED JANUARY 17, 1953, AND JANUARY 16, 1954—Continued
(By place of occurrence. Numbera under diseases are category mumbera of the Sixth Reviaion of the International Lista, 1948)
MEASLES MENINGO- POLIOMYELITIS (080) ROCKY MOUNTAIN
COCCAL SPOTTED FEVER
INFECTIONS 2 Paralytic Honparalytic
AFEA (085) (057) Total (080.0,080.1) (080.2) (1044)
1954 1953 1954 1953 1954 1953 | 1954 1953 1954 1953 1954 1953
CONT. UNITED STATES--e===-- 7,370 | 6,343 124 138 175 202 59 o 46 —— -
NEW ENGIAND--=----ceac—ececaa 142 Qa8 5 7 7 4 3 -——— - -——— -
Maine 78 13 - 1 2 1 2 - - S )
New H hire 4 16 - 1 - - - - - -— -
Vermo 10 [ - - 1 - 1 - - e -
Massachusettg----ee-ccccccca—a n 41 1 3 3 2 - ——— - _—— =
Rhode Island 2 - 1 - - - - e - —=a) =
Connecticut-e-emcorcccacaccaan 17 23 3 2 1 1 - -—- E === =
MIDDLE ATLANTIC-=eee- ————— 1,296 426 22 20 25 27 6 - - ——- -
Rew York a1s 146 9 8 13 26 s —-- - ——- C
New Jersey 39 a7 4 4 2 1 1 —— - -—— L
Pennaylvania---=-eae- —————em——- 438 193 9 a 10 - - -— - -—— -
EAST NORTH CENTRAL-===-- -——=| 2,100 | 2,564 22 26 22 18 6 -— 6 —- -
Chio. 444 435 6 7 ] 3 4 —-- 3 = R
Indd 425 5 3 3 3 - - - 1 =—- e
Illinois 315 168 5 10 2 7 - - = - -
Michigar a1s 599 3 4 8 8 2 -— 2 ——— -
Wiaconsin. 101 | 1,357 s 2 - - - - - - -
WEST NORTH CENTRAL~--=c=-=- - 328 725 7 8 8 26 3 --- 1 - -
Minnesota 3 199 2 3 1 5 - -—- - _— -
Iowa 201 86 2 1 - 14 - S - ——- -
Miasouri 20 166 1 2 2 2 - —— 1 -—- -
North Dakota---=--= n 20 - 1 - - - —— - —— -
South Dakota 15 90 - - 1 1 - ——- - --- -
Nebraska 1 56 - - 1 2 1 — - - -
Kansa 18 108 2 1 3 2 2 -—- - . =
SOUTH ATLARTIC-==e--eec—==== 709 261 21 27 26 18 9 -— ] --- -
Delawvare 1 3 2 - - - - S N I -
Maryland 124 27 1 1 1 - 1 ——- - ——- -
Diatrict of Columbia-veccacaa - 12 3 - 1 - - - - - _—— -
Virgini 90 46 2 8 1 1 1 - - ——- -
Weat Virginia-------ve=~ 169 78 1 1 2 1 2 - - -——- -
North Carolipa- 32 51 4 10 8 11 2 - 2 a—- -
South Carolina. 84 16 1 3 1 1 - -——— - —— -
Georgia. 78 26 1 1 1 1 - S i — :
Florida 119 10 9 2 12 4 3 -— 6 --- -
EAST SOUTH CENTRAL~--==s-e=-= 355 180 10 15 10 4 3 —-- - = e
Kentucky- 188 27 s 6 - - - — - am- -
Te. 43 a0 2 4 3 3 1 --- = - 5
Alaba 94 39 1 4 3 1 - --- . - -
Misaissippi-cccecmecmcnca 30 34 2 1 4 - 2 — - ——- - il
WEST SOUTH CERTRAL--=-=-w==-= 671 845 15 12 17 12 5 -—- 5 --- -
Arka 13 255 5 - - - - —— - -—- -
Louisiana 42 3 1 4 4 5 2 - 2 - -
Oklah 10 4 - 1 2 1 - s 1 ==z =
Texno- 606 583 9 7 11 6 3 -—- 2 =N a
MOUNTAIN. 665 330 4 4 ] 17 3 ——- 1 S =
Moxnt 104 64 - 1 1 1 1 -—- i === -
Idaho- 142 20 1 - - 1 - - = -—- -
Wyoming 32 2 - - 2 1 2 o " . -
Colorado i 37 95 2 1 1 2 - - 1 - -
Nevw Mexico 56 27 - - 1 3 - e - ——z =
Arizona 93 51 1 2 - - - ——— = - -
Utab- 199 67 - - 4 5 - —-- - -
Fevad 2 4 - - - 4 - - - aaa o
PACIFIC 1,103 914 18 19 51 75 21 -aa 25 - -
Washington 351 166 1 2 3 9 - --- - - s
Ore goo- 67 186 2 1 s - 2 R ®
California | ___EAS 562 s 1s 45 66 19 maa -
Alaska 30 2 - - 15 6 3 - 12 -—- -
Hawaii 2 2 - 1 5 - 1 ——- 4 —a- -
Puarto Rico-==cecmcrercocncana 12 22 1 - 7 = 7 P - —- -

21ncludes cases not wpecified by type, categary number (080.3).
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Table 2. CASES OF SPECIFIED NOTIFIABLE DISEASES: UNITED STATES, EACH DIVISION AND STATE, ALASKA,

HAWAII, AND PUERTO RICO, FOR WEEKS ENDED JANUARY 17, 1953, AND JANUARY 16, 1954 ~Continued
Numbera under diseases are category mumbers of the Sixth Revision of the International Liasts, 1948)

(By place of occurrence.

SCARLET FEVER

TYPHUS

ABD STRRPTOCOCCAL | 7000~ | TuTAREMIA gl FEVER, | oo RABIES N
AREA SORE THROAT ENDEMIQ ANIMALS
(050,051) (128) (0s8) (040) (101) (056)
1954 1853 1954 1954 1953 1954 1953 1954 1954 |1953 | 1954 | 1953

CONT. UNITED STATES--—wm-- 3,570 4,088 4 17 11 18 25 - 921 672 122 146
NEW ENGLAND-------ccccameran 216 339 4 - - 1 1 - 144 48 = c
Maine 43 58 - - - - - - 3 4 - -
Rev H hire 5 1 - - = - - - 3 1 - -
Vermont 3 1n - - = - - 33 2 - -
Massachusetts—-- 107 134 3 - - - - - 4“ 3 - -
Rhode IglAnd---e=s--=ea--cee-c 18 18 1 - - 1 = - 19 S = -
Connecticut 39 117 - - - - - - 42 10 - -
MIDDLE ATLARTIC---wo=co--an 377 651 - - - 2 1 - 235 247 3 13
Nev York. 177 406 - - - 1 - - 141 139 2 12
Rev Jergpey----co-memcccaccacan 51 109 - - - - - 36 46 - -
Pennaylvania 149 136 - - - 1 1 - 58 62 1 1
EAST NORTH CENTRAL- 671 699 - 1 2 1 2 - 226 105 24 10
Ohio 176 137 - - 1 - 1 - 40 21 1 6
Indiana 70 100 - 1 - - - - 32 14 9 2
Illinois 154 179 - - - - - - - 4 8 ¥
Michigan 152 200 - - - 1 1 - 122 45 1 2
Wisconsin 119 83 - - 1 - - 32 21 s -
WEST NORTH CERTRAL--=v---eu- 193 188 - 1 1 - 4 - 21 16 7 12
Minnesota 47 49 - - - - 1 - 3 3 2 3
Iowa 59 22 - - - - 2 - 9 9 - 5
Misaouri 28 42 - - - 1 - 3 - 4 4
North Dakot@---se-e-co-aecmene 6 17 - - - - - - - - 1 -
South Dakota----- R s 1 2 - - - - - - 1 1 " N
Nebraaka 8 6 - - - - - - K 2 C K
Kana 34 50 - - - - 5 1 - -
SOUTH ATLANTIC-=ew=remr—=ae- 269 314 - 9 4 4 - 45 68 33 33
Delaware 3 9 - - - - - - - - - -
Maryland-e------ecememcemeoceeman 23 35 - 1 - - - - 12 5 1 =
District of Columbia---w-cc-aa 2] 7 - - - - - - 2 - - =
Virgini 73 131 - 6 1 - - - 3 a 4 11
West Virginia-- 55 29 - - - 2 - - 15 43 12 8
Rorth Carolina- 42 67 - 1 3 1 1 - 4 - 6 1
South Carolinfe-ece--o - 2 4 - - - - - - 2 5 7 4
Georgia 44 16 - 1 - - 1 - 5 1 3 9
Plorida 18 16 - - - 1 2 - 2 = - =
BEAST SOUTE CENTRAL-~e---==-o 118 197 - 3 2 3 2 - 13 15 23 27
Kentucky. S5 33 - - 2 3 - - 9 4 7 5
Tennesse 38 138 - 3 - - 1 - 3 8 a 14
Alabana-.--. T e TP 8 18 - - - - 1 - - 3 4 3
Missisaippiec-mecemecamccacoan 17 [:] - - - - - - 1 - 4 5
WEST SOUTH CENTRAL--==-===- - 981 900 - 3 - 3 6 - 10 61 29 S1
Arkansase-e-eea=- cmmmcmem————— 32 42 - 1 - - 2 - 12 10 3 2
Louisis 14 13 - 1 - - - - 2 4 - 12
Oklahoma 24 20 - - - - - - 4 1 1 1
Texas 911 825 - 1 - 3 4 - 92 46 25 36
MOUNTATN. 365 383 - - 2 2 4 - 20 21 2 .
Mont. 15 30 - - - - - - - 1 = =
Idaho- 16 62 - - - - - - - 3 - -
Wyoming. 8 63 - - 2 - 1 - = - - %
Colorado ] 18 - - - 1 1 - 5 - =
Bev Mexico 55 2 - - - 1 2 - 3 1 = =

Arizons 247 102 - - - - - - 10 16 2

Otah- 14 106 - - - - - - 2 - -

Bevada - - - - - - - - - - 5
PACTFIC 380 417 - - - 2 1 - 107 91 1 -
Washington---~~----- S 7 107 - - - - - - 23 2 - -
Oregon, 86 a7 - - - 2 - - 38 10 - -
Californtia- 223 223 - - - - 1 - 46 19 1 =
Alaaka _ - - - - - _ ] - -
Hawaig. 1 - - - - - - 1 e
Puarto Rico. » 5 - - - 2 - - 57 8 2
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NUMBER OF DEATHS IN 108 SELECTED CITIES
14,000 14,000
12,000 12,000
\ A
A !\ o S
10,000 ;bﬁ 10,000
N 3-Year ~g\""A\f’"
J' Median
LS R * 5vear ‘ 1951-53
8,000 Median | 8,000
J 1950-52
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1953 1954

The chart shows the number of deaths reported for 108 major
cities of the United States by week for the current year, and, for
comparison, the median of the number of deaths reported for the
corresponding weeks of the 3 previous calendar years. (The
median is the central one of the three values arranged in order of
magnitude.) If a report is not received from a city in time to be
included in the total for the current week, an estimate is made to
maintain comparability for graphic presentation.

The figures reported represent the number of death certifi-
cates received in the vital statistics offices during the week
indicated, for deaths occurring in that city, Figures compiled in
this way, by week of receipt, usually approximate closely the
number of deaths occurring during the week. However, differences
are to be expected because of variations in the interval between

death and receipt of the certificate.

While week-to-week changes in the total number of deaths
reported for all major cities generally represent a change in
mortality conditions, this may not be true for variations in weekly
figures for each city. For example, in a city where 50 deaths are
the weekly average, the number of deaths occurring in a week may
be expected to vary by chance alone from 36 to 64 (d + 2Yd, where
d represents the average number of deaths per week)

The number of deaths in cities of the same size may also
differ because of variations in the age, race, and sex composition
of their populations, and because some cities are hospital centers
serving the surrounding areas. Changes from year to year in the
number of deaths may be due in part to population increases or
decreases.

Table 3. DEATHS IN SELECTED CITIES BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

(By place of occurrence, end week of filing certificate.

Exclusive of fetal deaths)

2d 1lat Percent CUMULATIVE NUMBER FQR
veek week 2d change, FIRST 2 WEEKS
ended ended week median
AREA Jan. Jan. median to
16, 9, 1951-53 current Percent
1954 1954 week g 1955 change
TOTAL: 106 REPORTING CITIES---==---~ 10,953 11,583 10,520 +4h.1 22,536 23,178 -2.8
New England----c-ccecmcaccae- (14 cities) 767 793 721 +6.4 1,560 1,460 +6.8
Middle Atlantice=c-cececmcacaa (17 citiesn) 3,264 3,365 3,148 +3.7 6,629 6,572 +0,.9
Rast North Central-------c--- (18 citiesn) 2,343 2,543 2,334 +0.4 4,886 4,975 -1.8
West North Central------------ (8 cities) 732 827 776 5.7 1,559 1,718 -9.3
South Atlantic-----=---evecoew (9 cities) 810 a35 788 +2.8 1,645 1,818 -9.5
Eaet South Central--=e-ceccc=- (6 citiesn) 563 604 547 +2.9 1,167 1,137 +2.6
West South Central-------—---- (12 citien) 847 931 767 +10.4 1,778 1,787 -0.5
Mountad -(8 citien) 254 263 243 +4.5 517 646 -20.0
Pacific ~(12 cities) 1,373 1,422 1,438 -4.5 2,785 3,064 -8.8
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Table 4. DEATHS IN SELECTED CITIES FOR WEEK ENDED JANUARY 16, 1954

(By place of occurrence, and week of filing certificate.

Exclusive of fetal deaths)

de 1": CUMUIATIVE NUMBER v::k v::: CUMUTATIVE NUMBER
wae ¥ee® |FOR FIRST 2 WEEKS FOR FIRST 2 WEEKS
CITY ended ended cTTY ended ended
Jan. Jan. Jan. Jan.
16, 9, 16, 9,
1954 1954 1954 1953 1954 1954 1954 1953
NEW ENGLAND WEST NORTH CENTRAL—Con,
BOBtOn~ ~mcmmeo oo omcceeoo oo 250 240 4390 471 3 g€ e =
60 88 148 174
Bridgeport - 33 40 73 69 39 53 g2 101
Cambridge-- 30 34 64 69
Fall River- 28 33 61 54
‘I’:‘igﬁ ---------------- s = 122 1001 ataant - m| 123 254 252
& a 22 =7 £s g || Baltimore--oe-ceeeeeee oo 243 245 488 515
N"“W‘“Bedmrd__ o ot 44 P o3 || Charlotte--- 25 34 59 73
New How "z ", 108 106 || Jackeonville (70) (64) (134), —
Provi en---- 78 & e 151 || Miemi-- - 177 53 130 124
Somerville 15 n 26 21 Norfolk 30 52 a2 88
Richmond-=----eccmcmcacacana 78 77 155 155
Springfield, Mass.- 50 53 103 75
, Savannah--------c-ceencmeaas — (28) _— -—
Waterbury---------- sz 35 61 531 Teampa 5 61 66 127 144
Worcester-----eemvemnonmann-s 73 59 132 118 || yashington, D. C. 145 152 297 415
amememe e 40 33 7 52
MIDDLE AT - Wilmington, Del 3
CENTRA
ilba.u; ---------------------- 49 40 ag 122 EAST SOUTH L
Allentown-----nnmm-meocmmmne (0  (43) (73) --- || Brmingh 16 96 212 188
Buffale 164 177 341 319 || Chattanooga 84 59 143 90
Camde 36 53 as 76 || Xnoxville--- 28 53 81 4
Elizabeth--cemececmcemcccacan 46 32 78 48 ]| Louisville- 142 107 249 229
Erie 32 40 72 89 || Memphis- 91 127 218 276
Jersey City-----=-a-seuceean a1 67 148 160 || Mobile---=-=--- 30 40 70 69
Newark, N. J.- [-L:] 145 243 256 || Montgomery 28 36 64 87
l;av York City-----e-mecce-a- 1,743 | 1,904 3,647 3,538 || Nashville 44 ae 130 124
aterson 40 53 93 78
WEST SOUTE CENTRAL
Philadelphia 441 354 795 931
Pittaburgh--- 201 165 366 369 30 32 62 52
Roading ----~=--== (17} (26) (£3) -— 22 38 60 25
Rochester, N. Y. 105 115 220 212 12 20 32 44
Schenectady----- ---- 33 29 62 49 109 145 254 241
(43  (39) (82) - == (34) -=- (63)
59 16 135 122 53 76 129 149
T2 48 120 104 154 193 347 308
28 35 63 55 45 53 98 100
36 32 68 “ 165 124 289 32
as 68 153 136
86 a6 172 193
65 84 49 136 2% : 89 108
35 “" 79 57 o3 59
767 735 1,502 1,637
64 5
;2.’ ;gs 2:3 2‘3; Albuquerque-=«--weaa 31 33 64 a1
Columb 115 138 253 229 Colorado Springs 14 12 26 43
Dayton. 72 66 128 141 || Denver- 107 108 215 275
Detroftoememmmemmmomcee————— 328 370 698 744 || Osden------ 15 L 24 35
7 P 2y 7 Phoenix-=-« 31 33 64 52
22 53 75 go || Pueblo------ = 12 18 =0 40
29 29 s8 7¢ || Balt lake City-- 43 45 88 109
(20} (30) (50) ___|| Tucaon 3 3 6 1
40 43 as 85 PACIFIC
et R zz8 2221 Berkeley---omcmemmcencennen- 26 15 41 4
26 a5 oy o 49 77 126 m
=2 28 &0 e 521 508 1,029 1,077
105 84 189 252
104 124 228 206 e e &
56 60 116 110 82
118 106 224 231
51 71 122 128
WEST KORTH C
RIEAL Ban Diego---e-=-===--= e 83 92 175 182
Des Moines-=-==a- D 47 60 107 115 || 8San Francisco-----ss-ccce-ae 200 220 420 515
Duluth 26 35 61 68 || Seattle 13 123 236 280
Eansas City, Kang.~~e=-==ceo- i (33) ——a (91);{ Spok 48 S1 99 99
Kangas City, Mo.-~--- 129 121 250 256 || Tacama 34 40 4 80
Minneapolis-=easeccmocoun 130 143 273 299 )
L TN T PO 62 81 143 165 || Honolulu (33 (40) (73) (82)
Symbols.-parentheses B 3:] data not included in table 3; 3 dashes E---. : data not availabls.
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p.m., when it was put in the oven for a half hour. Pans of meat
were packed in a delivery truck where they remained about 33
hours. No further cooking of the meat was made at the club
hall. A sample of left over turkey was cultured in the laboratory
where an organism of the paracolon group was recovered. No
Salmonellae were found in this specimen. However, stool cul-
tures of the food handlers and of 4 of the patients were positive
for Salmonella javiana. Neither of the food handlers gave a
history of prior illness.

Communicable diseases in other areas

The Ministry of Public Health, Mexico, states that there is
an outbreak of infectious hepatitis in Mexico City, and that the
disease is spreading. Ip a hospital for children there have been
11 deaths, but elsewhere the case fatality rate is reported to be

about 3 percent. The disease was first noted in July 1953, and
at this time 3 hospital employees were affected. A marked in-
crease in cases occurred tn December.

Additional information has been received relative to the
outbreak of smallpox at The Hague. It is now reported that the
family who traveled from Brazil consisted of 2 adults and 1 infant,
instead of 10 persons. Both adults were vaccinated before leaving,
but the infant was not. A case of chickenpox is said to have
developed aboard ship after it left Brazil. Local health authori-
ties now consider the original and secondary cases as ‘‘milk
pox’’ or amaas. However, both of these are classified as mild
types of smallpox or alastrium. Fourteen secondary cases have
been recognized in The Hague with 8 suspect cases having pro-
dromal symptoms. Local authorities are not conducting a vac-
cination campaign.
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